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A Gift For Jesus

Carole Plemmons

Lord, here we are nearing the end of another year of walkitig wi
You. How good You have been to us! You have prepared us for
every next thing coming up in our lives. You have provided for our
every need, both physical and spiritual. You have blessed us with
Your sweet presence through all the days of 2009. You have
protected us from things we know about and, doubtless, many
which we don’t. We have had a great eleven months living in Your
grace. And we are that much nearer Home!

To say “Thank You, Jesus,” seems absolutely inadequate aed quit
without depth, especially when we are getting ready to ckebr
Your birth. Let me think of some better words. | know! Sinds it
almost Your birthday, maybe we could do something special that
would show You the gratitude in our hearts! What would You like?
A party? And a chocolate birthday cake with chocolate icibhg?

We might buy you the very finest CD recording of Handel's
Messiah - oh, You are the one who gave that music to Handel? Of
course You are. Well, how about a gift card from ..... ? Guess not.

What? Oh, the gift card idea is good, but not from a store?
Ok. Tell me what You are thinking.

Ah, You would love to receive from each of Your children a gift
card from their heart. Because that card would be an assuramce th
they intend to include You in every area of their lives tduming
year. It would be their intent to trust Your love in every
circumstance that arises. It would be a pledge to makestieas
available at a moment’'s notice for Your use to bless another. |
would promise to face with joy the trials that are bound to come,
knowing that great benefits will follow, the greatest beirdgaper
knowledge of You and a greater love for You

(continued on page 2)



A Gift For Jesus

(continued from page 1)

Christmas Version of
1 Corinthians 13

| see, Lord. Our gift card would tell You that our #

commitment is deep and our determination strong to |f | decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows,
continue walking with our hand in Yours toward the full ~ Strands of twinkling lights and shiny balls, but do not

light of glory. It would bring joy to Your heart and  Show love to my family, I'm just another decorator. If - ] +0§
strength to our hearts at the same time. That's like a rule | slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of $1
in Your Kingdom, isn’t it? We think we are showing Christmas cookies, preparing gourmet meals and N

received a wonderful blessing, too! do not share the true meaning of Christmas, I'm just 3 3:1
another cook. If | work at the soup kitchen, sing .

What an incredible privilege it is to belong to You. See, carols in the nursing home and give all that | have to g

we realize the vast distance between Your holiness and charity, but do not demonstrate kindness to strangers, 5 1.

our sinfulness. We recognize that we are desperately it profits me nothing. If I trim the spruce with +r &

needy creatures who, except for Your grace, would be Shimmering angels and snowflakes, attend a myriad 5 -%- $

doomed. Therefore, we marvel that You even accept, Of holiday parties and sing in the choir, but do not &

much less want, our Happy Birthday Gift Cards! | think focus on Christ, | have missed the point. Love stops 5 5&

maybe You should get Your angelic construction crew the cooking to hug the child. Love sets aside the

busy building a larger mailbox at Your heavenly home, decorating to kiss the husband. Love is kind, though #$0 -

You won‘t want them falling out onto the street and Love doesn't yell at the kids to get out of the way, but
getting gold dust all over them. is thankful they are there to be in the way. Love

doesn't give only to those who are able to give in 00&
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return, but rejoices in giving to those who can't. Love
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things
and endures all things. Love never fails. Video games

Progressive Dinner will break, pearl necklaces will be lost, golf clubs 5 $8 |
will rust, but giving the gift of love will endure. And 2 197" 1
now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the
Sunday, December 13 greatest of these is love. (
5:00 PM - 8:30 PM > %8

(please note starting time is 5:00 PM) +81"  $5
All women of New Hope Fellowship are invited to this '
annual event. Baby Announcements e
We will be starting at 2901 South 2treet, Karen
Johnson’s home, for appetizers. From there you will
progress to the salad house you have been assigned t
and then on to your main course house. After that we
will all meet together at Carrie McDaniel's home for
desserts.

(\)Ne missed getting this news in last month’s newsletter.

Karen and Adam Pocius are the proud parents of Lincoln
Edward born October 2. He weighed 2 pounds and 11
ounces. He was released from the hospital November 8

This is a fun event that we look forward to each year and at that time weighed 4 pounds 13 ounces.

and we want all our women to be a part of it. Please
email karen@newhopefellowship.coar sign up at the
women’s table so we can save a place for you. See you
there.

Sarah and Brad Wilson are the proud parents of Lucas
Bradford born October 28. He weighed 8 pounds and 6
ounces and was 20 1/4" long.

Congratulations to both these young couples. These baby
boys are cousins. The progdandparents are Mike and
Barbara Pocius.

If you are making cookies or candies for Christmas and
would like to make up a plate to share at Carrie’s home
for dessert, please let Carrie or Karen know.

Women’'s Winter Conference

Living Under God’'s Grace
Saturday, January 23
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
The RAC, 1003 Century Street, Springdale

Learn more about God's grace and what a difference it can
make in your living the Christian life. This study will be leg
Carole Plemmons with testimonies from some of our Women
of Hope. Since grace is mentioned 170 times in the Bible we
can see it's important to God. We know grace is God's
unmerited favor, that is God giving us blessing or good that we
do not deserve. Paul speaks of a blessing of grace for the
believers in Romans when he says, "Grace to you and peace
from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ." He knows we
will need grace for our daily walk with God.

Registration is $5.00 with lunch included. You can resister by
emailing karen@newhopefellowship.coror sign up at the
women’s table. Mark your calendar and plan to attend this
event and remember to invite a friend. What a great watatb s
the new year!

Book Review

The Pawn
by Steven James

“Aaron Jeffrey Kinkaid sat down beside the gently humming
water to watch his girlfriend bleed to death in her parent's
whirlpool. Oh yes. Father would be very proud.”

So begins the swirling plot of The Pawn from Steven James. In
keeping with the drama of life, James’ protagonist, Patrick
Bowers, is a flawed and floundering Environmental
Criminologist teetering on the edge between the death of his
wife and life without her; complete with charge of her
rebellious, hurting, and near-genius 17-year-old daughter. He
IS a man barely risking the most tentative steps toward dwe, |
and faith, whose job it is to discover the patterns and
associations of a string of brutal murders. The logical becomes
unreasonable as the players twist and turn on each others’
stories.

National betrayal, espionage, cults, biohazards and just plain
evil will tangle you up in this story and hold you to the fever-
pitched end. If you're looking for a safe, predictable, cozy-
mystery, you might want to look a little further down the shelf.
If you're a fan of CSI, The Pawn is for you.



