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Nope, I’m not finished talking about grace. And, Lord willing, I 
won’t be until my very last breath. My thanks to all of you who 
made our conference on grace so good, either by your presence or 
by helping in some way or by praying or by all of those. It takes a 
lot of dedicated people to bring such a thing to life and each effort 
made was pleasing in God’s eyes. And I fully believe that our 
cooperative effort was especially pleasing to Him.  That said, I have 
a new thought to share with you. Unfortunately, it has nothing to do 
with Valentines. Sorry. It does, however, have a lot to do with your 
heart. 
 
Here is what I want you to think about with me. Becoming godly 
women will never happen by drifting. We simply do not drift 
toward godliness. If we feel ourselves adrift, it is in the direction of 
the world. It is in the direction of compromise and disobedience to 
the Word of God. Drifting takes no effort; a log can drift. 
 
What? Our sovereign God won’t automatically move us upstream 
toward strong faith and deep love of Him? No, it just doesn’t work 
that way. Here’s the truth: if we are not purposefully working with 
God through our surrender and obedience, we are drifting. There 
really isn’t anything in between. 
 
See, our God does provide every good thing we need to become 
godly through and through, but He also requires our cooperation in 
that process of becoming. That is both a responsibility and a 
privilege. It is a responsibility because of the subject at hand - we 
simply will not grow spiritually without cooperating with Him. And 
it is a privilege because we get to share in the joy of increasing the 
Kingdom of God.  

(continued on page 2) 
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New Hope Website 

Book Review 

 

Thank You Thinking of Love 

Friday, February 12 
Jones Center Generations Room 
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
 
Make plans to join us for dinner and an evening of 
music and fun with Lewis and Jan Clark. This will be a 
fun evening for couples and singles. 
 
Registration is $10 per person. You can register by 
signing up at the women’s table in the back of the room 
on Sundays, calling the church office at 750-4673 or 
email karen@newhopefellowship.com. 
 

The truth we must remember is that God’s purpose in 
giving us His grace is that we be dispensers of it to 
everyone we know and meet.  We can never give what 
we have not received, can we?  And, while He does 
promise an easy yoke and a light burden, we must 
recognize that those are “work” words. They mean we 
have important things to do in this life of faith. We must 
apply some grace-driven effort. Is that effort difficult? 
Sometimes. It takes determination and discipline and 
devotion to live for God in this sinful world. And those 
things are about as far from drifting as could possibly 
be!  It takes grace-driven effort to stay surrendered and 
obedient to God. And yet, that is our calling as His 
children. That is how we will grow into godly women 
He can use. 
 
We are in an exciting time in the growth of New Hope 
Fellowship. God is at work in our midst, leading in a 
new direction, and God’s work is always exciting. Let’s 
not miss our part of this time in our history by drifting. 
Let’s give ourselves more completely than ever into His 
hands for His use. 
 

Bookends 
Liz Curtis Higgs 

As compatible as jam on bread. As dissonant as classical and 
country, Jonas and Emilie can’t stand each other when they’re 
together and can’t stand to be apart. A piece of land will divide 
them and bring them together in Liz Curtis Higgs’ rollicking 
romance about two stubborn control-freaks determined not to 
fall in love. As funny as you would expect a Higgs novel to be, 
and surprisingly captivating, Bookends is a lovely read for a by-
the-fire February evening or two. Curl up with this heart-
warmer!  

We had 36 women at our women’s conference on 
January 23. I know everyone there was blessed. I 
want to thank Carole for all the time and prayer she 
put into preparing and presenting this study. As I said 
Saturday, we are so blessed that God has sent us at 
New Hope Fellowship such gifted women teachers.  
 
I also want to thank Sharon Davis and Mayci Smith 
for sharing with us a time in their lives when God’s 
grace was very real to them. They were both a 
blessing. Thanks to Bronwen Dassing and Rhonda 
Landreth for the skit that got us started. Also thanks 
to Susan Bright and Sondra Gunther for the nice 
lunch and Patsy Clouatre for the breakfast tea. And to 
everyone who came, thank you for coming together 
to make it a very special time. 

Go to our website, newhopefellowship.com and click 
on members on the right side of the screen, then click 
women’s ministry. On that page, below the first 
paragraph, there will be a list of three things: search for 
a Lifebuilder, women’s newsletters and online library.  
 
Some of you have asked for past articles written by 
Carole Plemmons for our newsletter. You can get 
newsletters back about a year in the archives. The 
online library has an up-to-date list of all the books we 
have available for you to check out. Melissa Church 
manages our online library and has a display table set 
up every Sunday in the back of the room. On that table 
she has great books ready to check out or you can 
request a book and she will bring it to you the 
following Sunday. You can also return books to that 
table. Go online and check out what’s available. I think 
you will be surprised. 

Are you puzzled? You know the story of Jonah and the stories 
of David, but which came first and where do they fit in the 
whole picture? Let’s put all the pieces together!  
 
Women’s Sonshine Mountain Retreat 
Friday, April 30 - Saturday, May 1 
 
We will be  leaving the RAC at 5:30 PM Friday and returning at 
5:00 PM Saturday. The cost will be $30 per person, which 
includes dinner, breakfast and lunch. Bedding, towels, etc. will 
also be provided. Be sure and mark your calendar and plan on 
going to the mountaintop with us.  Watch for registration 
information. 

In February we do tend to think about love and these verses in 
the New Testament show us what real love is and how we are 
to respond. 
 
1 John 4:9-11 (New Living Translation) 
God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only 
Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through 
him. This is real love, not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. Dear 
friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love 
each other. 

Hearts of Hope 

Puzzled 


