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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and 
will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are protected by 
the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed 
in the last time.  1 Peter 1:3-5 (NASB) 

 
This is one of my favorite scriptures and a great one to memorize. 
We are going to choose a simple phrase out of that complex sentence 
to think about - “protected by the power of God through faith”. 
 
The King James version uses the word “kept” rather than 
“protected” but either word is spiritual sunshine to our heart, because 
it is such an incredible truth! As a child of God we are each one set 
apart from the world, reserved only for the purposes of God, 
sheltered from everything except that which would accomplish His 
purpose in us.  And this is done through the power of God. Is there 
any greater power? No. Can any physical or spiritual being defeat 
the power of God? Never. So are we safe in His keeping? 
Absolutely.  
 
But there are two more words in our simple phrase: “through faith”.  
These words are where we shall camp for a bit, because the other 
side of “keeping” is believing. What does this faith look like?  
 
First it looks like helplessness. Remember when we studied Romans 
how much parchment and ink Paul used convincing us we are totally 
sinful and helpless in our sins, how desperate we are for the 
salvation found only in Jesus Christ? If you have forgotten, read 
those first three chapters again. Human nature strongly resists 
admitting helplessness but the sooner we come to that place of 
humility, the sooner we can lay claim to this life of being kept.  
 

(continued on page 2)  
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Romanian Ministry 

True Freedom 

Our women’s ministry has the opportunity to send some 
much needed items to the orphanage in Guatemala 
where our youth will be ministering in August.  I have 
listed some much needed items for the boys. Look over 
the list below and if you can help by purchasing a 
package, please stop by the women’s table on Sunday 
and sign up. I’ll have a clipboard with this list on it and 
you can sign beside the item you plan to purchase. You 
can get just one or as many packages as you would like. 
Return them as soon as possible and put a check by your 
name. Drop them in the big blue gift bag provided at the 
women’s table. 
 
These are the ones we still need by the end of July. 
 
Boxers:            1 package of size 16  
                        1 package of 18 
                        3 packages of 28  
                        1 package of 30 
                        1 package of 32 
Boxer Briefs:  2 packages of size 14  
                       3 packages of 16  
                        4 packages of 18  
                       4 packages of 20  
                       6 packages of 28  
                       6 packages of 30  
                       4 packages of 32 
 
Thank you in advance for your help. 

Then this faith looks like rest. Allow me to state the 
obvious: we cannot rest in God unless we trust Him. 
Would you sit in a chair that looks shaky and spindly?  
Just so, we cannot rest in Him until we feel safe in 
trusting Him, and we cannot trust Him until we have 
allowed Him to establish a relationship of love with us - a 
relationship which begins through His great mercy, and 
continues through His love and patience with us as we 
learn to walk by faith (baby steps first) rather than sight. 
And the process continues. 
 
Do you desire that life of helplessness and rest? I do! And 
here is why: God‘s power is perfected in weakness for 
“when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12: 
10).  See, it is only through His strength at work in and 
through us that we can be useful tools in His hands. And 
whether we realize it or not, we are living in a world full 
of people headed for hell. We must be reaching out to 
them with God’s power at work in us. Think about it.  

When you think about July 4th what comes to mind? It might be 
freedom and the American flag. Have you thought about the flag 
and all that it stands for? It represents an emblem of the greatest 
nation on earth. It has been carried through centuries in battle. It 
is placed on the graves of our honored dead who fought for the 
right for us to remain a free nation and it flies high during peace 
times, as well as war.  Old Glory is its name. 
 
There is another real freedom we can have. Our freedom in 
Christ to live a life to glorify Him, so that His banner of love, 
truth, and peace can be seen by all. We are free in our spirit to 
serve the Creator of the whole universe and that’s true freedom. 
 
Romans 8:2 says, "For the law of the Spirit of life sets me free 
from the law of sin and of death."   
 
Just like the flag that represents freedom, Jesus is a banner over 
us, protecting and shielding us. He is the Glory and the Lifter of 
our heads at all times.  Psalm 3:3 reads, "But thou, O LORD, art 
a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine head."  
 
Let freedom ring out in your heart today. 
 

Happy 4th of July! 
 
 

 
 
 

Our packages have arrived in Romania safe and in tact. Debra 
said to thank all of you and tell you we out did ourselves this 
year with the decorated bags. She can’t wait to give them to the 
ladies at the conference. They don’t have many nice things 
there and they will feel so special to think that some of their 
sisters in the family of God cared enough to do something this 
nice for them. It’s a blessing to know you have helped spread 
the love of Jesus to the other side of the world. 
 

The Last Christian 
by David Gregory 

From the author of Dinner with a Perfect Stranger comes a 
book that will frighten you and make you uneasy. It will 
challenge you and dare you to think differently. It’s a look 
at the life of one woman who, like us, has learned to share 
the good news of Christ from a perspective that has become 
irrelevant to her culture. It is a gospel of guilt in a world 
that feels none. A gospel of need where all needs are met. 
A gospel of hope where there is no despair. It is a story of 
how that woman learns to love and in doing so teaches 
others to do the same. 

A transforming novel that you must take with you on your 
Christian journey. 

Women’s Ministry Opportunity 

Book Review 


