
 

 

Being A Branch 
                                                                                          Carole Plemmons  
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P.O. Box 6100 
Springdale, AR 72766-6100 

Picture a well-tended vineyard of several acres, situated on gently 
rolling hills. See row after row of healthy looking plants with their 
new leaves in the spring, various shades of green, fluttering in the 
breeze, and each of the vines anchored to their trellis so straight and 
sturdy. What a beautiful sight!  
 
That’s a picture of us, busy at our assigned tasks! Jesus tells us He is 
the Vine and we are the branches. The Vine has His job to do and we 
branches have ours. How often do we confuse the two? Do we forget 
sometimes how this process of producing fruit happens?  Let’s look 
at a couple of simple horticultural truths. 
 
First, the branch is completely dependent upon the vine for its 
sustenance. The nutrients and moisture so essential to life come into 
the branch through its attachment to the vine. It is the vine which 
sends its roots deep in the soil to gather all that is needed.  Second, 
the branch’s purpose is to produce grapes. It is specifically designed 
for this one purpose.  And, since its very life is drawn from the vine, 
its purpose can be fulfilled only through the vine as well.  
 
What a lesson in humility! By ourselves, we are without spiritual life 
and without power to complete the good purpose which God 
intended. But by that living connection to the Vine, we are enabled, 
season after season, to produce fruit. Only through that complete 
dependence upon Him.  
 
Our complete dependence on the Vine results in our learning 
spiritual truths. We begin to understand that being a branch has a 
wonderful benefit: we are responsible only for our part of this fruit 
production and are to trust Jesus for everything else. And what is our 
part? Essentially it is staying attached to the Vine. Now, I know - 
entire books are written on this subject. For our purpose today, 
however, let’s keep it simple: we remain attached by staying 
surrendered and obedient.  

(continued on page 2) 
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Grandparents Congratulations 

Book Review 

 

Mother Daughter Luncheon Women of Purpose 

A woman of excellence is one who has found her 
security and worth in Jesus Christ. Because of God’s 
loving-kindness, His sovereignty and His provision she 
does not have to look to people or things to feel valuable 
or loved. She is now free to love and serve because she 
can trust her needs to be met by her Heavenly 
Father……… 
 
Mayci Smith shared this with us at our Winter 
Conference. 

By our continual surrender we acknowledge our humble 
position as a branch. We demonstrate our need for His 
love and wisdom and strength which flows into us 
throughout the various seasons necessary for fruitful 
branches. By our surrender, we confirm that we cannot 
produce the summer fruit without the winter of resting 
in Him. We show that the hard work of preparing all 
those leaves in spring, a vital step toward fruit-bearing, 
is the work of His Spirit flowing unhindered into us.  
Season after season we remain surrendered to His will 
for that particular time and season.   
 
Moment by moment, one day at a time, His will 
becomes our will in every area of life and we find a deep 
peace in our obedience. The work is His. The fruit we 
produce is His. All the small seeds contained in each 
fruit are His. Bottom line truth: there is no higher 
priority in life than maintaining our close relationship to 
Him.    

Mercy Me 
Margaret A. Graham 

Spunky widow Esmeralda charms in this three book series. She is 
a laugh-out-loud example of grey-headed Christian living and 
benevolence, and there is no way you can not love her. Her 
advice to pen-pal Beatrice to “Get yourself a bottle of hair dye…” 
and “put the color back the way God made you in the first place” 
is irresistible. Her query to a male friend “What would you think 
of going downtown to that (wig) shop and buying yourself a 
rug?” is irrepressible. Esmeralda is enticing! She is also genuine 
and generous and the kind of woman you want in your corner. 
Good Heavens you’ll love her. Land Sakes it’s a great series!  
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Our Mother Daughter Luncheon will be Sunday, May 
16, 12:00 PM (noon) at the RAC. 
 
Two of our very own mothers and daughters will be 
providing entertainment for the program this year. 
You will enjoy Jan Clark and daughter, Mayci Smith 
and Carol Jenkins and daughter, Melody Jenkins as 
they share their stories with us.  
 
All ladies and little ladies are invited to attend, after 
all we are all daughters. This is a great opportunity to 
invite a friend.  Reservations are $5.00 each and you 
can sign up at the women’s table on Sunday or email 
karen@newhopefellowship.com.  You can also sign 
up by calling the church office at 750-4673. 
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We want to rejoice with Jill and Jim Wunderle on the 
birth of their granddaughter, Jillian Jane Davis, born 
April 11. She weighed 8 pounds and 1 ounce and was 
20 1/2 inches long. The proud parents are Brittney and 
Stephen Davis from Wylie, Texas. 
 
We also want to congratulate Ann Payne on the birth 
of her grandson, Dakota Renner Higgins, born March 
19.  He weighed 6 pounds and 9 ounces and was 20 
1/2 inches long.  The proud parents are Stefanie and 
Justin Higgins. 

In the Spring Semester of 2010, two of our women’s 
Lifebuilders studied a book entitled “Calm My Anxious Heart” 
by Linda Dillow. There is a chapter in that book which deals 
with the importance of living our life with purpose. Believing 
this to be a task that would bless us, we set out to put on paper 
what, as individuals, we see as our purpose for being alive at 
this time and in this place. We have put together a booklet with 
the results of the participants in these classes thinking in the 
presence of God on this subject. Our reason for sharing them is 
the hope that you will be blessed, encouraged and inspired to 
give thought to your own life purpose. 
 
These booklets will be available on the women’s table on 
Sundays and we would love for you to stop by the table and 
pick one up. 

A Woman of Excellence 


