
 

 

Having a Thankful Heart 
                                                                                          Carole Plemmons  
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�New Hope Fellowship 

P.O. Box 6100 
Springdale, AR 72766-6100 

Spiritual truth: As daughters of God we have been made new 
creatures and a part of that newness is a heart filled with gratitude 
for the goodness of God. Does that mean we shall automatically 
feel gratitude? Think about gratitude? Express gratitude? No, it 
means that God has given us the capability to do these things. It 
means that we may choose to do these things. And it means that 
God wants us to do these things.   
 
In I Thessalonians 5:18 we are urged, “In everything give thanks; 
for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” It is interesting that 
the other short commands Paul wrote surrounding this one do not 
have the added phrase about being God’s will for us in Christ Jesus. 
Only this one. So our giving thanks in everything must be important 
to God. Which makes it important to us.  
 
It seems appropriate in this particular month of Thanksgiving that 
we talk about this subject of having a thankful heart in all 
situations. There are very  few families who have not been affected 
by the economic downturn. There are very few families who are not 
dealing with other stresses in their life as well. Trials, troubles, 
illness, death, pain, suffering, divorce, wayward children, any of 
these can appear in our lives at any time. And yet we are told - “in 
everything give thanks.”  Like all of God’s instructions, this one is 
painfully clear. It leaves no doubt about what we are to do. 
 
Many of the Christians to whom Paul wrote this letter were facing 
death for their faith! So this was no light-hearted suggestion. It was 
a strong statement of wisdom coming from the heart of God to His 
beloved children. You see, God intended to be right there with them 
in whatever they were facing and He wanted them to be aware of 
and benefit from His presence. He wants that for us as well, but He 
knows that only a thankful heart is in receiving mode. A heart full 
of fear is anxious and closed tightly around the thing it fears. It is in 
no position to be blessed with the strength and wisdom of God.  
 

(continued on page 2) 
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Pastor’s Wife’s Brunch Women’s Winter Conference 

Operation Shoe Box is Franklin Graham’s world-wide 
ministry to children at Christmas. 
 
Get an empty shoebox and wrap the box with 
Christmas wrapping paper, wrapping the lid separately. 
Decide whether your box will be for a boy or for a girl 
and what  the child’s age category will be: 2-4, 5-9 or 
10-14. We will have the appropriate labels and a list of 
suggested gifts to fill the box at the women’s 
information  table.   
 
Place $7 in an envelope on top of the gift items inside 
your box for shipping and other handling expenses. 
Place a rubber band around each closed shoe box and 
drop it off at the women’s information table any 
Sunday in November, but no later than Sunday, 
November 15.  Mary Nell Dodd will pick the boxes up 
and deliver them to our designated drop off spot. 
 
Pray for the child who will receive this box. 
 

Then, just above this command are two others: “Rejoice 
always”  and “Pray without ceasing”  and immediately 
following our thanksgiving statement are the words: 
“Do not quench the Spirit.”  So the completed picture is 
this: whatever situation we and our families are in this 
Thanksgiving, if we want to both please God and 
receive His richest blessings, we are to rejoice, pray, 
give thanks and listen intently to His Spirit within us.  
 
Now here is the good news. He does not expect us to do 
these things in our own strength. He wants our surrender 
so that He can do these things in us. Isn’t God good to 
give us the instruction, give us the ability, give us the 
desire and then allow us to lean on Him? And all for our 
blessing and His glory!  
 
May your Thanksgiving be full of His grace. 

Carol Jenkins will host the Pastor’s Wife’s 
Thanksgiving Brunch on Saturday, November 21 at 
9:30 AM at 1500 Meagan Street, Springdale. 
 
Carol looks forward every year to having the ladies 
of New Hope Fellowship in her home. This is always 
a sweet time of reflection and thanksgiving as we 
enter the holiday season. Plan to share in this time 
with us this year. 

 
God Bless Your Thanksgiving 

May your home be filled with the warmth of His 
presence, 

the blessing of His peace and the gift of His joy as you 
reflect on all He’s given you. 

“in thy presence is fullness of joy” Psalm 16:11b 
 

Happy Thanksgiving 

Mountaintop 
by Robert Whitlow 

In order to reach the Mountaintop, you must first travel the 
valley. Dreams, visions and supernatural leadings work 
together to move a life to faith, and nothing less is true in 
Robert Whitlow’s book. True to Whitlow’s style, this is a legal 
thriller with a spiritual bent that keeps you enthralled to the 
end.  It is both inspiring and frightening to travel along with a 
man fully surrendered to God, but it is equally comforting to 
see that God works all things together for the good of those 
who love Him.  Exciting, suspenseful and moving, the journey 
and Mountaintop will leave you breathless.    

 Living Under God’s Grace 
Saturday, January 23 
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

The RAC, 1003 Century Street, Springdale 
 

Grace is mentioned 170 times in the Bible. Grace is God's 
unmerited favor. Grace is God giving me blessing or good that 
I do not deserve. Grace is, first of all, necessary for salvation. 
Ephesians 2:8 states, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” But not only 
are we saved by the grace of God but Paul speaks of a blessing 
of grace for the believers. In Romans 1:7 he states, “Grace to 
you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Paul is speaking to believers who are already saved 
and on their way to heaven, but he knows that they need grace 
for living the Christian life. So, we too need the grace of God 
for our daily walk with God.  
 
Join us and learn more about God’s grace and what a difference 
it can make in you living the Christian life. This study will be 
led by Carole Plemmons with testimonies from some of our 
Women of Hope. Registration is $5.00, which includes lunch. 
Registration will begin the first of December. Mark your 
calendar and plan to attend and bring a friend. 

Operation Shoe Box 

Book Review 

Planning Ahead 

I still need host homes for the Progressive Dinner on 
December 13 at 5:30 PM. If you would be interested 
in hosting a salad or entrée house, please contact 
Karen Frazier. If you signed up at the Kick-off Lunch-
eon, I have your name already. We will, as always 
begin at Karen Johnson’s home and again this year 
Carrie McDaniel has invited us for desserts, so we’ll 
end the evening at her home. 


