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Changing Circumstances

Carole Plemmons

All of us have had to cope with changing circumstances at some
time in our lives, because change is simply a part of livingokor
purposes we shall divide these into two categories: changes we
choose and those we don’t. The changes we choose - like marriage
or moving into a new home - are happy ones, and because we are
God’s children, He rejoices with us and we give Him thanks and
praise for His blessings as we freely allow Him to sharthese

joyful experiences.

And then there are changes we do not choose: the death of a loved
one; a devastating medical diagnosis; a divorce that rocks our

world; the heartache of a grown child gone astray - thes¢her

tough situations happen to us, ready or not. Since we cannot totally
escape them, let's look at three things we can do thatailalv

our God to deliver us through them and enable us to come out

more firmly established in our faith.

Draw closer to God. If we have walked with Him a while, drawing
closer is our first instinct. If we haven't, we will neednmke a
conscious decision to turn to him and draw near. Once we are neatr,
we are honest with God about our needs. If we are angry, we
express that. If we feel completely lost, we tell Him. Ehare no
emotions or thoughts that we cannot bring to Him. Do you realize
the incredible value of our freedom to be transparent with Him?

Allow others to help. Why is it so hard for some of us to accept
help? Well, things like pride and self-sufficiency. Do these
attitudes please God? No, in fact, they are among the things He
wants to rid us of as quickly as possible. Some of us, being slow
learners, will endure drastic measures before we learmurto t
loose, but God loves us enough to make sure that we do learn. And
remember, when we refuse to allow others to help, we are
preventing two blessings - one upon us in receiving, the other upon
the giver. This is very sad.

(continued on page 2)



Changing Circumstances

(continued from page 1)

Be open to a new path. Since we are molded by our
circumstances, it stands to reason that changing

Focus on the Family

Our own Barbara Pocius wrote an article that was
published in the Focus on the Family magazine for

circumstances may change us. We are at a crossroads the months of April/May. It is entitled Meet the

here. We can fight changes in the direction into which
God would like to lead us, or we can yield to Him
because we trust His love and His wisdom. This may
mean a new lifestyle, or a new place of service to Him,
or simply allowing Him to fill us with His peace and
joy where we are. Don't skip over those words because
we trust His love and His wisdom. Nothing is more
basic to our joyful walk of faith than that trust.

Bottom line: because we are surrendered to Him, the
future - whatever it may bring - is secure.

Fresh Grounded Faith

Fresh Grounded Faith Women’s Conference
With Jennifer Rothschild
Tulsa, Oklahoma
September 25th and 26th
Warm Your Heart, Awaken Your Spirit

Jennifer's goal is to both enrich and honor the
emotional and spiritual aspects of a woman’s life
through encouragement, edification and Biblical
teaching. Fresh Grounded Faith will truly warm your
heart and awaken your spirit.

The conference starts at 7:00 PM Friday and ends at
noon on Saturday. We will carpool from the RAC. If
we register by the end of August and have a group of
10 or more, our tickets will only be $29. I'm setting
Sunday, August 16 as the date to have your money
turned in. You can sign up for the conference at the
women’s table any Sunday or email Karen Frazier at
karen@newhopefellowship.comAdditional expenses
will be 2 meals and your part of a hotel room for Friday
night. I'll book 2 or 4 women to a room.

If you have any questions or need more information,
call 756-0344 or email Karen Frazier. Be sure to invite
a friend. We will be attending this conference instead
of Women of Faith as we usually do in the fall.

We know you're busy and we promise this will be
worth your time, and.... a “latte” of fun. Complimentary
coffee (Jennifer's Girlfriend Blend) is served Saturday
morning.

Need. It's about her conversations with God as He
was working in her heart to go on the mission trip to
Peru last summer. It's a story that could be yours or
mine as we often give God all the reasons we can't
do something. Barbara does a great job of sharing her
heart and | know you would enjoy reading it. If you
can't get a magazine stop by the women'’s table and
pick up a copy of the article.

Congratulations Barbara on a job well done, on both
the article and your work in Peru.

Compassion House

Thursday, July 16 from 11:00 AM — 1:00 PM you are
invited to celebrate God’s goodness at the dedication of
the new addition to Compassion House. You will want
to come and tour the new addition. Refreshments will
be served and children are welcome.

Compassion House has as its motto, “a place where
hope lives”. It is a warm Christian home for women
between the ages of 12 and 28 who are challenged by
an unplanned pregnancy. They provide complete
pregnancy care, professional counseling, and life skill
classes. Their spiritual growth and continuing
education are priorities and they are required to have a
part time job. This addition will allow them to minister
to twice as many girls and it includes an extended stay
suite. This is the only facility of its kind in Washington
County.

Compassion House is located in EIm Springs at 6045
EIm Springs Rd. Several of our New Hope women are
involved in this ministry.
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Lawn and Pool Party

Women of all ages come enjoy the pool and yard games or you
can just sit in the shade and visit. This event will be beld
Saturday, July 11 from 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM at Karen Johnson’s
home, 2901 South 40th Street, Springdale. We will have hot
dogs, chips, and drinks. Invite your daughter, mother,
grandmother, sister, and friends. Be sure and bring a lawn
chair.

Kick-off Luncheon

We will have a sandwich and salad luncheon on Sunday, August
23 starting at 11:45 AM at the RAC, 1003 Century Street,
Springdale. This will kick-off our new year and we will talk
about our Romans studies that the entire church is doing, plus
talk about upcoming events and opportunities for you to serve in
your unique way. We want to help you find your spot in the
women’s ministry at New Hope. Music will be provided by
Melody and Company. Remember, we won't eat until 11:45 so
don’t rush, stay until the church service is over.

Book Review

The Canopy
By Angela Hunt

A mythical healing tribe deep in the Amazon jungle holds the
cure for jaded and desperate scientist, Alexandra Pacgoeesr

it? Alexandra must learn to trust, and trust well, in this-nail
biter drama of excruciating loss and love that takes the reade
on a trek through the rain forest to a world of strange spirits and
an encounter with the grace that is redemption. Will she find
what she’s looking for where she expects it to be - or \Wwél s
find it unexpectedly close? Another not-to-be-missed novel by
drama-artist Angela Hunt.

Thank You

Those of us who did the Mosaic Tile Class with Mary Albright
wish to thank her for taking time with us to help us make some
really nice things. Not only did we have a great time iegrn
this new skill together, but we also took home some really nice
things. Thank you Mary for being so kind and patient with us,
you are a very gifted person. We know this took a lot of tone t
get everything together and get prepared to do a class likdt this
was great fun for us and | hear talk of doing it agairtheee of

you who missed out be watching for another chance.



