
 

 

Tree Lessons 
                                                                                          Carole Plemmons  
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�New Hope Fellowship 

P.O. Box 6100 
Springdale, AR 72766-6100 

A bruised reed He will not break,  
and a dimly burning wick He will not extinguish;  

He will faithfully bring forth justice. 
Isaiah 42:3 

 
We have all mourned the loss of trees damaged by this year’s ice 
storm. Some trees were totally down, others so broken the tree had 
to be removed, many limbs left hanging looking as if they would 
fall in the next passing breeze. But, an amazing thing! Have you 
noticed how many of those dangling limbs are still attached and 
have even grown leaves? Let’s take, for a moment, that 
phenomenon as a visible manifestation of Isaiah’s words quoted 
above. Isaiah is speaking of Jesus in those comforting words. He is 
saying that Jesus is ever merciful toward us. Even though we, like 
those trees, may be badly bruised, even if our fire is burning only 
dimly, yet His grace is present to help, to encourage, to sustain the 
life that is there, and even to produce life through us! That truth 
creates a joyful song in our hearts, because it reminds us of this 
truth: we may be ready to quit on ourselves but God does not give 
up on us!  
 
We have all had times when we felt near the breaking point - one 
more “thing” added to our load and we would just sit down and 
quit! Yet, being children of God, we kept going. Perhaps we 
consciously turned to Him for strength and He supplied it. Perhaps 
we just kept plodding, not being wise enough to look to Him for 
help. The astounding, joyful, incredible truth is that He supplied 
what we needed whether we asked or not. And He did that because 
He is faithful.   
 
Hasn’t He promised never to leave us? Doesn’t He assure us that 
our needs will be met in Christ Jesus? Can the God of all the 
universe fail to fulfill His promises? Hear me, dear ladies, our God 
is faithful! How much we need to allow this truth to soak down 
into the depths of our being and consistently shape our view of 
everyday life!  
                                                                                                                           (continued on page 2) 

 FRESH GROUND FAITH WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 
with JENNIFER ROTHSCHILD  

Tulsa, Oklahoma  
September 25 and 26 

�
Ten Reasons Why You Don't Want to Miss This Conference 

 
 1. What you learn will deepen your relationship with God. 
 2.  It’s not only okay, but it’s also wise to allow yourself to take some special time just for you. 
 3. You’ll benefit from practical and Biblical principles that will help you live out a tenacious faith. 
 4. You’ll be worshiping Jesus with other Christian women.  
 5. You’ll discover the truth about who God is and who you are, and those Truths set you free! 
 6. Fresh Ground Faith is an opportunity to invite your mom, daughter, sister, mother-in-law, friend…it’s a girl get-       
     away. 
 7. You’ll leave with your cup full to the brim.  
 8. There will be lots of fun door prizes! 
 9.  Jennifer and her friends who lead Fresh Ground Faith are real! They’re honest, sincere and can't wait to meet  
      you. 
10. You'll have a ‘latte’ fun! It’s fresh! It's worth your time! 



 

 

Tree Lessons 
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Baby Announcement 

 

Lawn and Pool Party Women’s Conference 

We are excited about this new Lifebuilder starting for 
our young women. 
 
It will meet once a month on a Saturday and is being 
led by Judy Fleming. Women of P31 is God’s 
invitation for you to learn how to become beautiful in 
His eyes. Along your journey you’ll tap into the grace 
of God’s power and the spirit-driven resolve to become 
all God wants you to be. If you’re interested in being 
part of this journey see Judy Fleming or call her at 479-
263-0616. 

And a second lesson. In early spring I eagerly watch for 
the dogwood trees to bloom. I wondered this year how 
much they had been wounded by the ice storm.  To my 
delight, they looked wonderful! I see a great spiritual 
message in this. The only reason they withstood the 
weight of ice that broke other trees is that they are 
flexible. They took that weight and bent under the load 
and held steady. Oh! How we need the strength that 
comes from being flexible! Brittleness breaks easily. 
Flexibility is like grace - far more powerful than it 
looks.  
 
Two lessons from the trees to encourage our hearts: 
One, we can stake our very lives on God’s faithfulness, 
and two, the increasing ability to be flexible in our 
relationships with others tells us God is at work in us. 
What could be better than that?    

Starting next month, the Women’s Newsletter will be sent to 
you with the main Church Newsletter. 

 
 
  

Gals of all ages – come bring your daughter, mother,  
grandmother, aunt, sister, friend – just come! Come 
when you can and stay as long as you can. 
 
Saturday, July 11 from 12:00pm – 3:00pm. at Karen 
Johnson’s home, 2901 South 40th Street. 
 
Come enjoy the pool or beach volleyball, croquet, 
frisbee, kites or just visit in the shade (bring a lawn 
chair). We’ll have hot dogs, chips and drinks. Come 
hang out together. 
 

Congratulations to Erin and Nika West on the birth of 
their daughter Alexis Celine born May 8. She weighed 
7lbs. 7 oz. and she was 20 inches long. 
 
The proud grandparents are Mike and Patsy Clouatre. 

A big thank you to all those who helped to make the 
Mother/Daughter Luncheon so enjoyable. As always, 
the tables were unbelievable. It’s always so exciting to 
see how they all turn out. I especially enjoyed our 
special time of sharing this year. I loved having the 
younger girls there, too. Don’t forget you can pick up 
your picture that was taken that day at the women’s 
table. 

Fresh Ground Faith 
with Jennifer Rothschild 

 
This conference will be Friday, September 25 and Saturday, 
September 26 in Tulsa, OK. It starts at 7:00pm on Friday and 
concludes at 12:30pm on Saturday.  
 
About Jennifer - At the young age of fifteen, Jennifer was 
diagnosed with a rare, degenerative eye disease that eventually 
stole her sight. For the past 20 years she has taken her message 
of encouragement across the country speaking at conferences 
and has teamed up with Beth Moore and others to lead national 
women’s conferences.  
 
She is the author of six books, including the best-selling 
Lessons I Learned in the Dark, and the DVD-enhanced 
Walking by Faith. In addition to her writing and speaking, 
Jennifer is an accomplished songwriter and recording artist, 
with six albums to her credit – including Walking by Faith: The 
Music Captured Live, Along the Way, and others. 
 
Jennifer has been featured on Dr. Phil, ABC’s Good Morning 
America, and the Billy Graham Television Special, and on 
other national TV and radio programs. Her life story and 
message have been the cover story of publications including 
Today’s Christian Woman, Virtue Magazine, Becoming Family 
Magazine, HomeLife Magazine, and others. 
 
Musical Guest - Michael O'Brien has a genuine warm-
heartedness and extraordinary talent. He has produced four 
CD’s and has three number one hits: Nothing’s Going To Turn 
Me Around, If I Ever Forget and What Held You on the Cross. 
 
If we register by the end of August and have a group of 10 or 
more, our tickets will only be $29. You need to have your 
money turned in by Sunday, August 16. You can sign up for the 
conference at the women’s table any Sunday.  
 
Additional expenses will be 2 meals and your part of a hotel 
room for Friday night. I’ll book rooms 2 or 4 to a room. If you 
want more information or have any questions please contact 
Karen Frazier. 
 
Our Women of Hope will be attending this conference instead 
of Women of Faith this fall. 

Women of P31 

Thank You 

Book Review 

Riven  
By Jerry B. Jenkins 

To write a short summary of the novel Riven would be 
only to diminish this work of literature – Jenkins’ best 
by far. Riven is a social commentary that will challenge 
you in a way that will accomplish its goal of breaking 
your heart. The twin characters of the story mimic in 
their lives a theme of utter hopelessness on opposite 
sides of the cross that is redeemed in its shadow.  This is 
a story of absolute grace as only a master storyteller can 
express it – in words that leave a mark on your life. 
You’ll be riveted by Riven. 


